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Volume 3. Number 6. April 1950 Issued Monthly 


March 29, 1950. 
Sir Knights of Massachusetts and Rhode Island; 


First of all, congratulations to the Cammander of Hugh de Payens Commandery for suc- 
cessful consummation of a Templar activity which has reflected great credit on all 
who participated in the glorious work, and which has resulted in outstanding benefit 
to Templary. 


New petitions for the OrdePs so far this Spring continue to establish a new recard al-= 
most daily, - 123 in Jamary, 171 in February, and 251 duwrim March, or over six a 
day since New Year's, including Saturdays, Sundays ard Holidayst And that represents 
nore than eight applications daily all this month} With three months to go, no less 
than 25 of our 51 Camanderies have already surpassed, — and four more have already 
tied, - their last year's total. Outstanding are the following, - Hugh de Payens, 
Pilgrim, Winthrop, and Northampton, each with six times last year's total; Milford 
with five times; Athol and St. Johns four times; Old Colony, Natick and Thanas Smith 
Webb oach with three times last year's mark; and Worcester County, De Molay, Holy 
Sepulchre, Old Colony, Cambridge, St.» Andrew anal Sip terebanna cede showing double 
st yéer's total of candidates. ~~ pT gue, 


Less active Commanderies might mark well that the above "live-wire" list includes 
Commanderies well scattered throughout both States, real and small Commanderies, 

city and small town Comanderies, and both old.and rew Cammanderies. Could it be 
that most inactivity can more correctly be attributed to laok of leadership by local 
Commanders, a lack of cooperation by local Membership Committees, than to alleged 
local conditions? Other Cammanderies are showing a successful year wholly irrespective 
of location or size, Disappointing results to date include the following, = Sutton 
with one-fifth of last year's ane Bethlehem with one=quarter; St. (mer and 
Gethsemane with only a third of last year's results to shay so far; and Winslow Lewis 
am Palestine with a half. But Templary still counts on these six potentially str ong 
Comanderies to close the Templar year with a rush» ied 


We want 1000 petitions before July 1; the count is now 813, already 40 in excess of 
ast year's entire total of 773 ut there must be no petteeeeae directly follow- 
ing April 1. Pressure can be eased by Commanderies with heavy classes arranging for 
Some of their prospective Sir Knights to be worked in leas -aetive C ommanderies. 


Meanwhile York Rite Nights are still being scheduled = Brockton on April 6, Gardner 
April 17, New Bedford April 20, North Adams April 21, Springfield May 1, Cambridge 
May 12, Pawtucket May 19 and Chelsea May 26. lembership Comittee reports saculd now 
be available on all prospective Templars disclosed by attendance at York Rite Meet- 
ings already held. 
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Grand Commandery Ascension Sunday Parade on Nay 28 will be the largest Knights Templar 
Parade in New England in over fifteen years, and the largest Knights Templar parade in 


Metropolitan Boston ina generations 


Present indications are that every one of the 51 
Commanderies in Massachusetts and Rhode Island will be represented. 


A single page 


circular will be prepared and shortly forwarded to all Recorders to be sent out in 


Commandery Notices to each of the 13,500 Sir Knights in our jurisdiction, 


will form by divisions on the Charles 
to move promptly at 2:30 P.M. along Charles 


The parade 


Street side of historic Boston Common, ready 


Street to Boylston Street to Huntington 


Avenue to Mechanics Building where Templar ceremonies are scheduled to start at 3:00 


P.Me 


‘sill be sold at the door. 


Sir Knights in uniform,and their ladies, will be invited to buffet refreshments, 
without charge, directly following the services. 
not in uniform, and their guests, may be purchased, in advance, at cost. 
Full details will be published shortly. 


Refreshment tickets for Sir Knights 
No tickets 
All Division Com- 


meanders, — directly following April 1, - are instructed to urge loyal and active sup- 
bert of this public demonstration of New England Christian Templary on Ascension Sunday 
The Eighth Division has already secured the Rhode Island Scetch Pipe Band. 


April, May, and June, will complete the story of New England Templary for 1950. It 
may be later than you think’ The real measure ard test of every 1950 Commander's 
leadership will include the positive assurance of no net less an membership for his 


Gamandery during the current Templar year, 


as well as the participation of his Can- 


mandery colors at the calling of the roll of the Cammanderies of Massachusetts and 
Rhode Island at Mechanics Building on the 28th day of Maye 


Yours with and in the Faith, 


Robert Gardiner Wilson Jr. 


Grand 
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The Order of the Temple is the capstone, 
the zenith of York Rite Masonry. It teach+ 
es and enjoins the highest idealism knoyn 
to this troubled world, the Christian 
Ideal. The only perfect exemplar of this 
ideal was the "Man of Galilee." It is une 
der His banner that we freely and voluntar- 
ily enlisted. The standard of conduct, 
therefore, for Knights Templar of right 
ought to be the highest standard known to 
mens Coarseness, rudeness and other une 
Christian conduct might be overlooked in 
other groups, though it ought never be 
found in any Masonic group,such can never 
be overlooked nor condoned in any Templar 
groupe It is beneath the dignity and whol- 
ly out of character for any man professing 
to be a Knight Templar to ever in any con- 
dition, or under any circumstances, be 
guilty of any conduct not in keeping with 
the teachings of the Saviore Men who can 
not conform to such a standard have no bus- 
iness in Templary, This troubled world 
needs character, integrity of word and deed, 
sanctity of hanes, devotion to duty, moral 
courage, a8 it needs nothing elsee These 
are the distinguishing characteristics of 


C onmander 

kok CR KK Kk OK OK RK cK Ke kk Ok KR Kk ok ok 
Christian mens How hypocritical to pro~ 
fess these ideals in our Asylums and deny 
them in our daily walk before mene 


* * & 


In the first three degrees we are taught 
the tenets of a gsod moral life by the 
study of a fundamental, thought -pr ovoking, 
serious philosophye Any man who passes 
through the first three degrees and is not 
impressed and humbled by the magnitude of 
its serious philosophy, has missed the 
very essence of Masonry. Inthe York .ite 
the Mason travels hand-in-hand with the 
deep inspiring idolism until he has earned 
the right or privilege to wear the Cross 
and Crown symbolizing his acceptance of 
its great Christian principles, Let us 
coin the phrase,"The bulwark of Christen- 
dan," = no organization outside the Church 
so well deserves this title as the York 
Rites 

* 
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We are not always accountable for what is 
brought into our mind, = but only what is 
harbared there, 
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Those who go on and take additional de- 
grees beyond the Blue Lodge learn. of i 
course, that there are many other working} 
tools of Masonry than those principally | 
mentioned in the third degree. These ' 
working tools are represented by counter-| 
parts of the actual tools used by opera- 
tive Masons but, of course, as Masonry is ' 
mestly taught by symbols, these counter- 
pasts of actual tools are only symbolic 
of the real working teols of Masonry. The 
real working tools of Masonry are the ad-; 
monitions and lessons derived from the | 
nacure of the actual tools and uses to 
which actual tools were put. 

THE TERM "working tool" seems to be pe- ! 
culiar to Masonry. We speak of tools of 
a trade or a craft, or a particular art- 
isan's tools, but nowhere else than in 
Masonry do I know of the phrase workirg 
tools being used, This naturally gives: 
rise to speculation as to what is a worke , 
ing teol, A tool in its primary meaning, : 
is an instrument of manual operations It 
has also an enlarged and broader mean ing 
and signifies "anything which serves as a’ 
means to an end," or "the instrument by 
which something is effected or accompe 
lished." In either sense a tool has cer-, 
tain peculiar characteristics. Every tool 
is designed fa a specific purpese. It is 
designed for the use by an individual ; 
rather than a groupe It has no pewer in 
in itself, Lying on a shelf o9 ina taal! 
box it is a useless thing, wholly inert 
am dead. But put such a tool in the 
hands of a craftsman who understands its 
purpose, and whose constant practice per- ; 
fects his skill, let him apply power and 
direction to it, and it becanes an in- 
strument of accomplishment, The term 
Work is éefined as "the exertion of 
strength or faculties for the accomplishe- ' 
ment of something tonard an end," 

A WORKING TOOL must therefore be an im- 
plement to which effort being applied;one ! 
actually in use, operated and directed dy ! 
Someone individual's strength and facul- 
ties. A Mason's working teols can be no-! 
thing else than those valuable lessons and 
admonitions symbolically derived from the | 
implements of operative Masons, to which 
such Mason is actively applying some in- | 
tellectual effort toward accomplishing thel 


urposes for which th af fad ;: 
Pure Seon 2s Scshand ELIS It is not necessary that we should think 


itions were intendeds 


| 


Page 3. 


; You, as a Mason, have been presented with 


all these symbolic tools, Are they lying 
in your tool kit unused? Or do you get 
these tools out daily, reflect upon their 
purposes, use real and honest intellectu~ 
al effort to apply them in your own life, 
and practice with them continually to per- 
fect your skill? 


* % % 


Receiving degrees does not make a mana 
Freemason. The various degrees, no mate 
ter how sublime and elevating to the mind, 


, merely point out the way and provide a 
, Means of securing the most noble and val- 


uable secrets of the Order. Our Institu- 
tion possesses a literature so broad and 


; so deep that alone it will furnish a good 
i education to the man who studies it with 

; a mind open to receive the great truths 

‘ of life which are concealed fram those who 


will not put forth the effort necessary 
to attain things worthwhile. The prac- 
tical object of Freemasonry is the physi- 
cal and maral improvement, and the in- 
tellectual and spiritual advancement of 


| individuals and society, and it is because 
i the Order imposes upon us these duties 


that it is properly ami significantly 
styled WORK. He who imagines that he be- 
comes a Freemason by taking two or three 


' degrees, without continued labor and ex-~ 
' ertion, or self-denial or sacrifice, and 


that there is nothing to be DONE in Free- 


i masonry, is strangely decoived. A Free- 


mason should be a man of honor and con- 


. science, independent in his opinions and 


of good morals; submissive to the laws, 
devoted to humanity, to his country, to 
his home ani to his family; kind and in- 
dulgent to his brethren, and ready to ase 


' sist his fellavs by all means in his poner. 


To attain to those qualities of character 


‘and life he must WORK at his Craft, and 
| continue to perform his allotted task 


while it is yet days 


\ 4 Lr 7 
A smile costs nothing, but creates much; 


it happens in a flash and the monory 
sametimes lasts forever; it cannot be 
bought, begged, borrewed or stolen; but 
it is something that is no earthly good - 
to anyone until it is given awaye 


% % * 


74 $ 


exactly alike, but wo shold «31 “ine, 
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\ 
The work the Shrine does for crippled 
children is megnificert. We can see how 
muny a Blue Lodge Mason might desire to 
become a Shriner, But it is lamertable 
if we fail to "sell" them the Camandery 
tney must belorg to before they are eli- | 
gible for the Shrine. Too many men use it ' 
sinply as a means to an end. The time has | 
came for York Rite Masons to arouse them- | 
selves. In our Commanderies, we have wark 
second to none. It is our steadfast con- 
viction that there are some distinct advan~ 
sages in being York Rite Masons. The term. 
"thirty Second Degree" is a fortunate one 
for the Scottish Rite, but it does not ne-}; 
cessarily denote any higher attainment in 
Masonry than "Knight Templar" in the York 
Rite. Perhaps we ought to tell the Blue 
Lodge members sof Certainly there should 
be a much more active program of York Rite 
Masonry Education, But, most of all - 
each of us ought to "get on the ball" and 
go after more Blue Lodge mane Let's do 
this right away} 


* * * 


In a roGent annual conclave of a certain 
Grand Commandery in the U.S.A., a ques- 
tionnaire for Conmanders-Elect was adopte ' 
ed. This provides that 3 past Cammanders 
examine the Officers-Elect by pr opoundin 
certain questions. If the Officers- 

Elect are considered proficient,the Grand 
Commander will issue certificates of qual-_ 
ification which are required to be pre- 

sented at the Installation ceremony.When ' 
a Generalissimo or Captain-General re- 

ceives a certificate he will be eligible 
for installation when elected to a higher 
office without further examination, pro- 
vided he is advanced in successive yearse 

* ok 


During the past several years there has 
been growing in this world an organization 
which is opposed to all of those tradi- 
tions for which this Order of Christian 
Knighthood stands. They seek to destroy 
our belief in the Christian Religion as | 
well as all other branches of Freemasonrye | 
The time seems near at hand when we shall | 
be called upon to draw our sword in the ! 
cause to which we have so solemnly con- f 
secrated it, to protect those ideals which! 
we hold so dear. Now is the time for all ' 
Masons, regardless of Orders, Rites or 
Degrees, to cooperate and stand undivided 


' yearse 
; time the Shrine was in Boston, dur ing 


Page 4. 


| to keep the freedom which we now enjoy 


under the direction of the Great Captain 
of our Salvations 


* * * 
It's not the number of hours that a man 


puts in, but what the man pats into the 
hours, that countsa 


* * * 


| The greatest challenge in the world today 


is to teach free people how to live in 
freedam; to bring an everlasting peace 

to all peoples and nations of the world 
and to teach the Christian Religion and 
the practice of the Christian virtues to 
all peoples of the world. What easier 
challenge is there for Templary than this? 
It is our creed, our oath, our reason for 
being. We cannot take 211 peoples of the 
world into our Asylyms, but we can exem= 


plify our teachings individually end col- 


lectively to the world outside the asy- 
lum. We cannot wield our swords in ac- 
tual combat as our Ancient Templar bro- 


_ thers did, but we can show our swords 
, and plumes and by so doing help dispel 


doubt and fear, and create confidence in 
each other and attain a greater respect 
for individual responsibility, 


Ls * * 


From the Christmas Offering and Good 


' Cheer Report of Sir Galahad Camandery 


Noe 52 KiTos 

"One of the most deserving cases is 
@ man who has been bedridden for nine 
His wife told me that during the 


the visit of Harold Lloyd, her husband 
insisted on wearing his feze She sug- 
gested that the day was so hot, the fez 
must be uncomfortable but he said "if 


' his friends were marching in the hot sun, 


he could sit in bed and weak his fez." 
“ ‘ * 


May we all go on to bigger things by 
acting big, talking big and ever remen- 
bering that as we all go through life, 
"We dan only shoot as high as we aime" 


& * te 


It is nice to know that when you help 
someone up a hill you are a little near- 
er the top yourself. 

* * * 
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We want Sir Knights to attend as many In- 
spections as possible. Nothing inspires 

the Officers of a Commandery more then the 
presence of visitars from other Comnander= 
ies. Nothing will help your own Command- 
ery more than visiting other Commanderies, | 
At the Inspection aach Commandery is at its| 
best. Your visit to other Commanderies | 
will influence them to visit your Command- 
ery. Consequently, everyone will come out | 
aheade 


* * * 


Once upon a time the devil had an auction 
sale of his many weapons. These consisted 
of packages containing his various means 
of getting people in his power. There were; 
packages marked "greed"..,"dishonesty" en. 
"meanness" ..and hundreds of other traits 
which enabled the devil to win over human 
beings. 

Many seekers after power attended the sale.’ 
When it was over, one buyer spied a lone 
package high up on a shelf. He asked if 
it were for sale. "Oh, no," the devil re- 
plied,"that is my most powerful weapon. 
With that package alore I can get my vic- 
tims, You can take the rest of my weap= 
ons, but not that one." 

The would-be-buyer was curious. "What is 
in the package?" he inquired. The devil 
grinned sardonically. "That package, my 
friend, contains 'discouragement? }" 

How many people do we all know who go down 
because they grow discouraged? It is then 
that they lose their grip and are vulner- 
able, and it is then thet the devil gets 
his toeholds 

There sre those who speak of failure and 
of defeat. They speak of the end of all 
they cherish and the hopelessness of those | 
dreams which have failed to come trues | 
They despair and surrender and their cour- | 
Sge dies; they no longer put up a fighte | 
But against these, are millions who take it: 
in their stride. Knocked down, buffeted 
about, they still give the devil as good as! 
he sends. They don't cry on anybody's { 
shoulder. And other men and women look at | 
them enviously and wish they didn't have 
any more to worry about than these appar= | 
ently carefree souls, There are not only | 
innumerable cases of courage and bravery 
that come to public attention, but just sit 
down for e minute and consider those men 
and women who push on day after day,facing , 
all kinds of trouble and disappointment , but! 
who remain unsung. ' 


‘ 


H 
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; Disappointment and hardships, poverty ard 


ill-health are hard to bear --there is no 
denying that. And when we put our all 
into sane effort and the results are neg- 
ative, it is only human to be disappoint- 
ed,but that doesn't mean we get discour- 
aged and quit, We just stiffen the old 
backbone and go at our job harder. The 
devil may keep his weapon of discourage- 
ment. If we keep our confidence and faith 
he will find that his weapon has lost its 
power e 

* 


* *% 


It is an inspiration to visit Cammander- 
jes in which the Officers do their best to 
present the Work effectively. Sone men 
do not have the ability to memorize and 
give forth ritual as easily as others. 
But, even though an Officer stumbles naw 
and then, if he has really tried everyone 
is favorably impressed. When, however, it 
is clear that an Officer has not really 
tried, everyone feels let down. So let 
each of us do our very best. We have the 
most inspiring ritual anywhere to be found 
It will do its work if we give it a 
chanc Ge 


% * * 


Leadership is the one factor above all 
others that makes an enterprise go. Giv- 
en strong leadership, Commanderies will 
succeed anywheree We have been extremely 
fortunate in the caliber of men who have 
headed our Masonic bodies. Every Con- 
mander ought to be extremely careful about 
the appointments he makes, Not all good 
men are leaders. Appointments should be 
made not on the basis that a man is mers~ 
ly a good man, nor on the basis simply of 
friendship. Every appointment should be 
made with the good of the cause in views 
Let's see to it that we continue to en- 
list leaders. into our Templary ranks,and 


| that, having enlisted them, we get them 


into the places of leadership among uS» 


* * * 


If it were not for the Freemasons of the 


' wor 1d today, there would be no freedom. 


Never before in the history of man have 


, the principles of Masonry been needed more 
| than nowe 


Imagine if the heads of all 
the world powers were Masms, who could 
sit down together and discuss things, as 
you and I would do, © they would have the 
respect and trust for one another, know- 


, ing that each had traveled the same path, 
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and that each was interested in the other's 
welfare. Perhaps some day we will live to . 
see the time whem they can leave their trou-: 
bles outside and come into a meeting with 
an open mind and be interested in the wel- 
fare of everyone and not just for selfish | 
desirese 

We, as Masons, have a challenge to meet, 
and we are taught the principles of lason- 
ry in the Ledge that can be applied to our 
everyday livese If we will but remember 
our Masonic teachings in dealing with our 
fellow men in the business world, in the 
Lodge, the clubs, and in church, we will 
show the way for continued freedom. 


* * * 


The average Sir Knight of today may have ' 
had little opportunity to realize the "Sov-— 
ereignty" of the Grard Encempment of Knights: 
Templar of the United States of America, 
which is "Supreme" in its authority in its 
jurisdiction. Every Grard Commandery and 
every Constituent Commandery is its creat- 
ure,and exists as such by virtue of the 
powers granted it thru the Grand Ercamp- 
ment. At a convention held in Masonic Hall, 
NeY. City on June 20 and 21, 1816, consist- 
ing of delegates of "Knights Canpanions" 
from eight Commanderies, wiz: Boston, St. 
Johns, Providence; Temple, Albany; Montgan- 
ery, Stillwater; 5t. Paul's, Newburyport; 
Newport, Rhode Island; and Darius of Port- 
land, Maine; the present Grand Encampment 
was organized. Prior to the formation of 

a Commandery of Knights Templar in Colon- 
ial Days, the Orders were conferred by a 
group of Sir Knights, upon whom the Orders 
had been previously conferred, usually fol- 
lowing Lodge or Chapter meetings, and then 
as an honorary cegrees 

The new Grand Encempment in 1816 formed, 
adopted and ratified a new Constitution, 
which they in its first section, declared 
should be a "General Grand Encampment of 
Knights Templar and Appehdant Orders of the 
United States of America." With this Con- | 
stitution in forces, they united upon a gove 
ermment strictly in accordance with that of 
the Ancient Knights Templar, so far as cir- 
sumstances would permit. This striking simi- 
larity will appear manifest, when advertirg ' 
to and studying the a@iginal and most an- 
cient of the Order of Christian Knighthood. | 


* bd * 


A man's knowledge of human nature cannot be| 
judged by the opinion he has of himself. 


{NT OF MASOYRY" 
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A CHALLENGE TO ALL SIR KNIGHTS 


On the theory that every member is per- 
sonally acquainted with either a pros- 

pective candidate or a former menber of 
the Commandery or a prospective affilia- 


; tion, every manber is earnestly requested 


to assist in building up our membership. 


' The success depends upon each member, now 


a Committee or just a few, but each of 
you, There are those former Sir Knights 
who have only to be invited by a personal 


. friend to wear again thoir uniform and 


be amonz those who really "belong;” 
there are those who never quite caught 
the spirit of the Commandery while they 
were on our rolls who may have felt that 
it did not measure up to all they ex- 
pected when they joined and have quietly 
let their membership drop, ‘1o these 


‘ former Sir Knights we would say that we 


are not merely Templars; we are men and 
citizens whose lives and influence reach 
out into every major department of human 
life; and it is only thru serving Ten- 
plary that the real worth of fellowship 
can be measured. 

The Commandery is what you make it. It's 
yours and mine to use for our mutual 
pleasure. We want to build up our mem- 
bership and make Grand Commandery an 
outstanding organization; more members 
mean increased revenue, which means more 
Templar activities. Go after that , 
friend or acquaintance of yours and se- 
cure his petitions 


WELL EXPRESSED 


Our objective is to build..to increase 
our membership through Knightings, Res- 
torations and Affiliations. The found- 
ation of Masonry is the Blue Lodge; its 
keynote is the Chapter,and its idealism 
and spiritual uplift is the Gommanderye 
The advancement of our Order depends up- 
on the progress and prosperity of all 
branches of Masonrye 


A TEMPLAR THOUGHT 


You are today where your thowghts have 
brought you.You will be tomorrow where 
your thoughts take you. Whatever your 


/ present environment may be, you will fall, 


remain,or rise with your thoughts, your 
wisdom and your ideals, Let us then 
look well to the teachings of Templary 
for our personal guidances 
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NET GAIN for 25 years. 

WATCH THIS PREDICTION) 
Frank H. Wilson, Chairman 
New Membership and Publicity 
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